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Education is the gateway in today’s global economy.
– Columbus County Schools
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In 2015, North Carolina public schools 
celebrate a milestone – 175 years of 
success!

Our public education system has 
undergone a continuous renovation since 
1840.  That’s when the first state-funded 
public school opened in Rockingham 
County – and we’re thriving! 

Not only is our graduation rate the 
highest in North Carolina history at 83.9 percent – on par with 
the national average – but our students are prepared – to enter 
college, establish careers, and flourish in their communities. 

North Carolina’s public schools value and serve everyone, 
regardless of background or ability.  And we’re more successful 
than ever in growing global leaders.

North Carolina public schools are innovative, adaptive and 
determined. But more importantly, we’re yours. 
 
With your support, our public schools will continue to grow 
into what you need us to be – “Every Child’s Chance and Every 
Community’s Future.”

Join us in celebrating and supporting your North Carolina public 
schools!

Dr. Rodney Shotwell
2014-2015 President, NCASA 
Superintendent, Rockingham County Schools

A Word from Dr. Rodney Shotwell
2014-2015 NCASA President
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N.C. 87 at Holiday Loop Southeast of Reidsville in Rockingham 
County. – N.C. Highway Marker Program
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Public schools across the state and nation are more successful 
than ever in achieving the mandate of “educating the masses.” 
Prior to the publication of “A Nation at Risk,” the 1983 landmark 
report that called for sweeping reforms to public education, the 
word “accountability” was rarely heard in education circles. Since 
then, however, the media and political focus on public education – 
and the number of critics – has increased despite the great strides 
made in public education.

Unlike in the past, public schools are no longer measured simply 
by the communities they serve. Public schools today are also 
challenged with preparing students to compete on a global stage, 
and the result is a deluge of information, leaving the average 
citizen confounded as he or she tries to determine the local 
school’s success amidst a background of negativity from the 
critics.

“The real success stories from public schools across  
North Carolina must be told, or the voice of the  

detractors will be the only voices heard – and believed,” 
said Katherine Joyce, Executive Director of NCASA

The North Carolina Association of School Administrators (NCASA), 
in collaboration with the North Carolina School Public Relations 
Association (NCSPRA), has launched an initiative entitled “Every 
Child’s Chance… Every Community’s Future” to improve the 
perception of public schools to ensure that they remain strong 
and viable today and in the future. 

Chapter 1:  Celebrating North 
Carolina Public Schools

( )



“North 
Carolina Public 
Schools: 
Every Child’s 
Chance… Every 
Community’s 
Future” 
conveys a 
big message 
in a few 

words. When paired with an image of the sun nurturing a tender 
growing plant, the logo conveys the right perception that North 
Carolina public schools are open to any and all; they serve both 
the most profoundly disabled student and the most gifted child; 
and the future and well-being of communities across the state 
is dependent upon ongoing delivery of a free and quality public 
education.

The website everychildschancenc.org has been launched as an  
offshoot of the North Carolina Association of School Administrators’ 
ncasa.net to host a vast array of resources – including articles, 
data, charts, graphs, photos and videos – that highlight the 
successes of North Carolina public schools 
and summarize the challenges they must 
overcome to remain viable and vibrant for 
generations to come. 

In launching this initiative, NCASA and 
NCSPRA realized that North Carolina public 
schools celebrate a major milestone in 2015 
– 175 years of success!  On January 8, 1839, 
the N.C. General Assembly passed the first 
common school law establishing combined 
state and local funding for public schools. 
Just one year later, on January 20, 1840, 
the first public school in North Carolina, 
the Garrett Academy, opened in the 
Williamsburg Community of Rockingham 
County. 

public schools
nc
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In March 2015, 175 years after the first N.C. public school opened 
its doors, a major celebration will mark the tremendous milestone 
that has been reached, and a course for ensuring future success 
in our public schools will be charted.  The celebration marks the 
beginning of a concerted statewide effort by school district leaders 
and more than 45 partnering organizations to work together to 
raise visibility of the successes being achieved daily in classrooms 
across the state. 

More importantly, a collective call for increased support of 
traditional public schools will begin to resonate and lay the 
foundation to ensure that our public schools remain vibrant to 
inspire, achieve and lead on an ongoing basis.

NCASA and NCSPRA believe that the success of these initiatives 
is crucial to building “support for strong public schools” at this 
critical time in North Carolina’s history. Helping all sectors of 
society value our public schools as “every child’s chance and every 
community’s future” will ensure they remain a viable foundational 
component of the state and local economy beyond their current 
175 years of success. 

Elm City Elementary Class celebrates 175 years of 
public education in North Carolina. – Wilson County 
Schools.
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Williams Township School, Columbus County, 1930s.  
Building burned in 1934. Photo courtesy of LS3P.

N.C. public schools have evolved with the times, as evidenced by 
students who work on laptop computers in the classroom. Photo 

provided by Rockingham County Schools.
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From their storied beginning 175 years ago, North Carolina public 
schools have undergone continuous renovation to adapt to the 
changing needs of the students they serve and to mesh with 
the state’s economy that has transitioned from agriculture to 
manufacturing to high-tech.  In each phase of these ever-changing 
times, district-led public schools in the state have remained as 
the constant and reliable resource that is providing every child a 
chance and every community a future.

With the passage of the state’s first common school law in 1839, 
the General Assembly established the principle of combined state 
and local funding for public schools. The law also divided the 
state into school districts with primary schools in each. Five to 
ten “superintendents” were appointed to oversee these district 
schools, and local boards of education were initiated. Just one 
year later, on January 20, 1840, the Garrett Academy in the 
Williamsburg Community of Rockingham County opened as the 
state’s first public school. 

The public school journey, which started even before the Garrett 
Academy’s opening, has one major hallmark – moving forward 
and changing with the times.  Dating back to the approval of the 
State’s Constitution in 1776, many major milestones have marked 
the evolution of North Carolina’s public schools, including the 
following key events:

1776 | The first North Carolina State Constitution requires a 
school or schools to be established by the Legislature for the 
convenient instruction of youth, with such salaries to the Masters 
paid by the public.  This established UNC-CH.

1825 | The General Assembly establishes a Literary Fund to 
support public education and a Literary Board to oversee the fund.  
This board was the first governing body for public education in 
North Carolina.

Chapter Two: 
Changing with the Times



Early - Mid 1800s | Various communities begin opening 
“subscription schools” which are small one-room schoolhouses that 
parents pay a fee for their children to attend.

1839 | The General Assembly enacts the state’s first public school law.

1840 | The Garrett Academy in the Williamsburg Community of 
Rockingham County opens as the state’s first public school.

1868 | Framed in accordance with the Reconstruction Acts after 
North Carolina was readmitted into the Union following the Civil War, 
the second State Constitution clarifies North Carolina’s stand that 
all children be provided a free education. The new constitution also 
establishes the first official State Board of Education and the elected 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

1875 | A state constitutional amendment establishes legal 
segregation and the creation of “separate but equal” schools for 
white and black children. 

1901 | The General Assembly makes a direct appropriation of tax 
funds to public schools for the first time in state history.

1911 | The General Assembly authorizes the use of public buses to 
transport children to and from public schools. 

1913 | State law passes requiring all 
children ages 8-12 to attend school 

for four months each year.

1917 | The Pamlico County 
Schools inaugurated the first 
motorized school bus service in 
North Carolina. 

Photo: N.C. 55 at Church Street, 
in the town of Oriental, N.C. Photo 

courtesy of Pamlico County Schools.
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1931-1933 | The General Assembly enacts the School Machinery 
Act. This statute transferred financial support and control of public 
schools from the counties to the state, established a new sales tax 
as the source of funding, and designated counties as the “basic 
governmental unit” responsible for building and maintaining public 
school facilities and providing additional funds for specific programs 
and improvements. At this time, the state assumed the cost of 
textbooks, school supplies, and other necessities.

1942 | 12th Grade is added to public 
high schools.

1943 | School lunches are 
introduced. The school term is 
extended to 9 months per year.

Photo: Duplin County Schools
State Archives of North Carolina. 

1946 | The compulsory attendance 
age is raised to 16 years old.

1947 | The General Assembly passes Chapter 818 of the Public 
School Laws, which founded statewide programs for special 
education in North Carolina.

1954 | The U.S. Supreme Court rules in Brown v. Board of Education 
that segregated schools are unconstitutional and must be integrated.

1957 | The first integrated schools 
in North Carolina began operating 
in Charlotte, Winston-Salem and 
Greensboro.

1962 | Governor Terry Sanford, 
1962 Education Tour to promote 
integration in our public schools.  

Photo: North Carolina State Archives
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1969-1971 | A Mecklenburg County court orders, with the U.S. 
Supreme Court affirming, local school systems to use “any and all 
known ways of desegregation, including busing.”  Mecklenburg 
County Judge James B. McMillan determined that the racial 
proportion of each school should be equal to that of the entire 
district, which was 71 percent white and 29 percent black.

1974 | The federal government passes the Education of All  
 Handicapped Children Act, which changed the 

way North Carolina and all other states 
serve exceptional students. 

1977 | Kindergarten is established 
statewide for all 5-year-olds.

Photo courtesy of Elkin City 
Schools. 

1985 | The General Assembly 
directs the State Board of Education 

to adopt a Basic Education Program 
with the intent of providing every 

student  equal access to instruction  in 
the arts, communication skills, physical education 
and personal health and safety, mathematics, media and computer 
skills, science, second languages, social studies, and vocational and 
technical education.  However, the program was never fully funded 
nor implemented as designed. 

1989 | The General Assembly enacts the School Improvement 
and Accountability Act, which was designed to give local school 
systems more flexibility in making decisions in exchange for greater 
accountability, and  included local plans for school improvement, 
waivers from state laws and policies, a report card for local school 
systems to ensure accountability, and a differentiated pay provision. 

1995 | The General Assembly enacts the ABCs of Public Education, 
which established an accountability model setting growth and 
performance standards for all public schools in the state.
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1997 | In the Leandro litigation, the State Supreme Court rules that 
every child is consitutionally guaranteed an opportunity for a sound, 
basic education in public schools, alleging that inadequate state 
funding in poorer school districts denies students the same quality 
education provided to children in wealthier counties. 

2001 | Guilford County Schools open the first middle college high 
school programs in the state at Guilford Technical Community College 
and Greensboro College. 

2001 | N.C. public schools fall subject to the federal “No Child Left 
Behind” law mandating increased accountability for achieving with all 
subgroups of students.

2003 | The General Assembly initiates high school reform with the 
Innovative Education Initiatives Act, which aimed to reduce the high 
school dropout rate, increase high school and college graduation 
rates, decrease the need for remediation in institutions of higher 
education, and raise certificate, associate, and bachelor degree 
completion rates.

2007 | North Carolina joins the 
nationwide online education 
movement with the State Board of 
Education’s launch of the North 
Carolina Virtual Public School 
(NCVPS).

Photo: Students across the state 
enrolled at NCVPS participate in the 
second largest virtual high school in the 
nation. 

2012 | The state’s graduation rate reaches a record high of 80.2%.

2013 | The state’s graduation rate reaches a new high of 82.5%.

2014 | The state’s graduation rate reaches an all-time high of 83.9%.

2015 | North Carolina public schools celebrate 175 years of success!
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Along with the major changes in focus, curriculum and operating 
policies that have occurred within the state’s public schools 
through the years, their progression also has been marked by 
social and economic changes occurring across the state and 
nation. Most notably, public schools in North Carolina have 
weathered the state’s major transitions from agriculture, to 
the rise and decline of industry, to training more people for a 
professional service environment.                                                                         

• In 1840, 91 percent of North Carolina’s workforce was employed  
   in agriculture. Today, less than 1 percent of the workforce works  
   in agriculture.

• Manufacturing rose to its zenith in the middle of the 20th  
   Century. In 1970, 35.1 percent of the state’s workforce was  
   employed in manufacturing; however, by 2000, less than 20 
   percent of the workforce held jobs in manufacturing.     

• In 1970, 22.1 percent of North Carolina workers were employed  
   in professional service work, and those ranks had increased to  
   41.7 percent by 2000.

With each shift, public schools have adapted to ensure that their 
graduates are equipped with the skills relevant for the workforce, 
and they will remain resilient to meet the needs of an ever-
changing state and local economy and the workforce of tomorrow.

From agriculture, to manufacturing, to technology, North 
Carolina’s public schools have provided the foundation for 
success. 
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Since the origin of North Carolina public schools in 1840, they have 
served a singular mission: to offer a chance for success to every 
child who walks through their doors and thereby provide every 
community with a viable future.

In their beginning, North Carolina public schools were like all 
schools around the nation – separate but not equal and reflecting 
the racial divide that needed to be bridged to ensure a brighter 
path for students of all races and diverse backgrounds to learn 
together in combined classrooms.  tobacco, to manufacturing, to 

Chapter Three:  
Every Child’s Chance

Chemistry class, Duplin 
County Schools, 1953. State 
Archives of North Carolina. 

Reading group, Duplin County 
Schools, 1953. State Archives of 
North Carolina.
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But even those separate schools played an important role in 
defining North Carolina’s sense of community, as evidenced by the 
Rosenwald Schools. These were 5,300 African-American schools, 
shops and teacher homes constructed in 15 states between 1910 
and 1932, including 813 schools in North Carolina – more than 
any other state. Seed money came from Chicago philanthropist 
Julius Rosenwald, CEO of Sears, Roebuck and Company. Black 
communities put up cash and hands-on manpower for construction, 
and local school boards agreed to operate the school facilities that 
today are revered as beacons of early African-American education 
and the genesis of many communities across the state. 

All schools in North Carolina operated under the “separate but 
equal” mandate that had been written into the State Constitution 
of 1875. Then in 1954, the U.S. Supreme Court found that 
“separate is not equal” in the Brown v. Board of Education 
lawsuit and issued a landmark ruling that school segregation is 
unconstitutional. The path to integration started slowly, with many 
citizens, community organizations and state leaders in opposition, 
but the first integrated schools in the state began operating in 
Charlotte, Winston-Salem and Greensboro in 1957. With that 
change and other school integration efforts that were springing up 
across the South, racial tensions heightened and local leaders were 
hesitant to move full-force into desegregation.

In 1969, a court ruling shifted the responsibility for desegregating 
the public schools from local school districts to the state. With 

Learning and facilities 
were separate in N.C. 
prior to integration. 



17

the tumult of integration swirling, N.C. State Superintendent Craig 
Phillips sought to ease the transition by sending the Department of 
Public Instruction’s “Human Relations Team” of Gene Causby and 
Dr. Dudley Flood to assist local communities embroiled in turmoil.
Causby, who was white, and Flood, who is black, traveled together 
almost daily from 1969 to 1973 to every corner of the state 
to move local officials – many of whom had written local laws 
prohibiting the intermingling of the races – to develop plans for 
integration. 

As noted recently by Raleigh resident and public education policy 
strategist J.B. Buxton, “They served as liaisons in the negotiations 
between a federal government pushing for compliance and 
local school board officials resisting it. With music, legendary 
humor, a clear personal friendship and an unmatched ability to 
connect with people, these two individuals not only successfully 
brought communities together then, but their efforts also laid 
the groundwork for some of the major gains that the state would 
make over the next 30 years in public school achievement. This is a 
history of which North Carolinians can and should be proud.” 

Helping the state and all its subsets overcome segregation and 
move forward with integration remains an important hallmark of 
public education even today. And integration of white and black 
children into the same public schools is not the only diversity 
challenge that K-12 education in North Carolina has weathered and 
continues to face. 

Above, Dr. Dudley Flood, at podium, traveled  
the state in the early 1970s with Gene 
Causby, seated second from right, to facilitate 
integration. Right, Dr. Dudley Flood and Gene 
Causby reminisce about their work together 
prior to a 2014 awards ceremony. Photo 
courtesy of Public School Forum of N.C.
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According to a review of the Statistical Profile maintained yearly 
by the Department Public Instruction, the number and percentage 
of Hispanic students enrolled in North Carolina public schools has 
grown exponentially since the late 1970s, greatly increasing the 
demand for Limited English Proficiency funding and support to 
bridge the language and learning barriers for these students. In 
1979-1980, there were only 2,160 Hispanic students in the state’s 
public schools to reflect 0.2% of the total enrollment. The Hispanic 
enrollment had increased to 7,100 students or 0.7% in 1989-1990, 
to 46,164 students or 3.7% in 1999-2000, and to 157,027 or 11.1% 
in 2009-2010. By 2012-2013, the latest year in which enrollment 
comparison data is available, Hispanic enrollment had climbed to 

205,427 or 14.3% of 
the state’s 1,438,793 
students in K-12 
public schools.

The rise in the 
Spanish-speaking 
population does 
not account for 
the only language 
barrier now present 
in many classrooms 
across the state 
and nation. An April 

2013 article in District Administration magazine cited Teaching 
English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) as identifying 380 
languages being spoken in the United States in 2013. Many of 
those languages are spreading to school classrooms nationwide, 
including in rural areas that traditionally lacked non-English 
speakers. Many of the nation’s new English Language Learners hail 
from the former Soviet Union, the Middle East and Asia as well as 
some who are refugees from war-torn or poverty-stricken lands 
from the Balkans and Africa. The languages they speak include 
Russian, Arabic, Vietnamese, Hmong and Somali, plus several more 
remote languages. 

District Administration also cited TESOL in noting that the influx 
of foreign languages is heavily pronounced in North Carolina and 
Kentucky, which in 2013 had witnessed the biggest jump in English 

This map at Forest View Elementary School in 
Durham highlights the more than 30 languages 
spoken by students at the school. 
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Language Learners in the United States over the previous five years 
at 250%.

And language hurdles are not the only challenge North Carolina 
public schools face in ensuring every child has a chance to succeed. 
Poverty and all the associated barriers that come with it – hunger, 
lack of health care, and the inability of many low-income parents 
to provide needed educational support at home – all contribute 
to the ever-increasing need for individualized learning plans to 
help each child overcome his or her unique challenges and grow 
academically.

But progress is being achieved with many of these subsets of 
students in North Carolina public schools, despite the challenges 

     2003 N.C. Subgroup’s Reading Proficiency at Grade 3 Results vs. 
     2012 N.C. 4-Year Cohort Graduation Rate for These Subgroups

                2012 N.C. 4-Year Cohort Graduation Rate 
                Percent Proficient in Reading at Grade 3
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from language barriers 
and poverty. According 
to a December 1, 
2013 report on North 
Carolina’s four-year 
cohort graduation 
rates prepared by 
the Department of 
Public Instruction, 
successful completion 
of high school in four 
years has been on a 
steady upswing not 
only for all high school students, but also for individual subgroups. 
The graduation rate for black students rose from 60.4% in 2006 to 
77.5% in 2013. The Hispanic student graduation rate climbed from 
52.3% in 2006 to 75.2% in 2013, and in the same time frame, the 
graduation rate for white students increased from 73.5% to 86.2%.

As North Carolina public schools celebrate their 175th-year 
milestone in 2015, time for reflection on these historic efforts to 
ensure public schools are free and open to all students – no matter 
their socioeconomic status, skin color, religion, or native language – 
is an important tribute to the progress made in public schools and 
to the miles yet to go to continue improving educational services 
for every child. 
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N.C. public schools prepare students for life after graduation, 
when they will encounter college, careers, citizenship and the 

uncharted challenges of their future. 

Top photo: Courtesy of Columbus County Schools; 
bottom photo: Courtesy of Elkin City Schools.
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Chapter Four:  
College, Career and Future Ready

In 2015 a simple Google search yields more than 150,000 hits for 
“America’s Schools Are Failing,” yet when you Google “America’s 
Schools Are Succeeding,” fewer than five entries are identified. 
That national snapshot of the public’s perception of traditional 
public schools is troubling, both in its reach and in its inaccuracy.

This flawed national perspective is also distorting the viewpoint 
of how well North Carolina’s traditional public schools are 
performing in their efforts to educate almost 1.6 million students 
currently enrolled. In reality, our traditional public schools have 
undergone continuous renovation to meet the ever-changing 
needs of society. They are continuing to evolve to stay ahead of 
change and anticipate what today’s students will need as adults, 
since 60 percent of all jobs in the United States require education 
beyond high school. So they are focusing their efforts to prepare 
students for life after graduation, when they will encounter 
college, careers, citizenship and the uncharted challenges of their 
future.

North Carolina public schools in the 2014-2015 school year are 
educating 1.52 million students in 115 school districts in 2,526 
traditional public schools and are projected to add roughly 9,000 
more students next year.

Today North Carolina’s public schools educate almost 90 percent 
of the state’s school-aged students, even though a school-choice 
climate is thriving through the recent expansion of publicly funded 
charter schools and private school vouchers. A closer look at 
the hallmarks of district-led school success stories reveals that, 
while they still are in transition to meet even higher levels of 
achievement, the vast majority of North Carolina public schools 
are indeed preparing graduates who are college, career and future 
ready. 
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Reached record high four-year high school 
graduation rates each of the last three years 
–2011-2012, 2012-2013, and 2013-2014 – to 
achieve the current rate of 83.9 percent. 

Celebrated a milestone graduation rate of 100 
percent in  43 public high schools in 2013-2014 
and a graduation rate exceeding 90 percent for 
all high schools in 12 school districts; only the 
beginning of that incredible accomplishment, 
since all other school districts are striving to 
reach that same mark.

Recorded a record low student dropout rate of 
3.01 percent in 2012-2013 and continue efforts 
to improve in this important indicator of student 
success.

Continue to rank among the top 11 participating 
education systems in the world for fourth 
and eighth grade math scores in the Trends in 
International Mathematics and Science Study 
(TIMSS).

Ranked above the national average on the ACT 
college entrance exam in 2011 and continue to 
perform well on that national indicator, with a 
composite score of 18.6 in 2014 as compared 
to a 21.0 national average, even though North 
Carolina is one of only 12 states to test 100 
percent of graduates.

Track the national average of 1,497 on the SAT 
college entrance exam with a North Carolina 
score of 1,483 in 2014.

90% 

100%

Here are a few highlights of the successes achieved by 
North Carolina public schools in pursuit of their mission 
to educate the masses and prepare them for a brighter 
future:
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4th

Rank 14th in the nation in the percentage of 
seniors scoring a 3 or higher on Advanced 
Placement exams in school.

Lead the nation in the number of Early College 
public high schools, which offer tuition-free 
two-year college degrees to thousands of high 
school graduates each year.

Require every teacher – more than 100,000 
education professionals across the state – to be 
fully certified and licensed as well as meeting 
the parameters of “highly qualified” pursuant 
to federal education standards.

Lead the nation in the number of teachers 
who hold National Board of Professional 
Teaching Standards certification, the teaching 
profession’s highest national credential, with 
almost one-fifth of North Carolina teachers 
earning national certification.

Rank fourth in the country in the quality of our 
pre-kindergarten education standards, 
according to the National Institute of Early 
Education Research.

Operate the second largest virtual high school 
in the nation – with 35,205 students taking 
at least one virtual course in 2013-2014 – to 
reflect a strong commitment to quality online 
learning and connecting with students in the 
modern, high-tech way in which many students 
learn best today.

#14

These valid and real indicators of North Carolina public 
school success, most of which are annually tracked by 
the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction, are 
only a brief introduction to the system-wide commitment 
to ensure that every child is being provided a chance 
to become “College, Career and Future Ready” in 
communities throughout the state. 
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N.C. public schools serve students from all walks of life.  
Photo courtesy of Johnston County Schools. 
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Chapter Five:  
Driving Vibrant Communities

Even before state support for public schools began in 1840, their 
link to the vitality of local communities in North Carolina has been 
a constant. In fact, the genesis of most early schools in the state 
can be traced directly to community leaders’ recognition of the 
need for and value of an educated citizenry that in turn generated 
the skills and tradesmen that allowed the state’s diverse towns 
and cities to grow and flourish.

When most people think of schools, they think of students in 
a classroom; few consider and appreciate the complexity of 
schools and the array of services they provide to students and 
the community.  In virtually every district, schools are the largest 
provider of meals to the largest number of people. In most 
districts, schools also run the largest transportation program, the 
largest counseling service and the largest recreation program in 
their local community. 

Last, but not least, most school districts are the largest employers 
in their communities. In 64 of the state’s 115 school systems, 
public schools now rank as the largest employer in their home 
county; in another 24 counties, public schools rank as the second 
largest employer. Throughout the changing times of North 
Carolina’s economy, the strong link between public schools and 
community vitality has continued.  

In fact, local public schools long have been a hallmark of 
community identity, as evidenced by the following:

• Reflecting the racial divide that existed in the state prior to  
   public school integration, where schools like the Rosenwald  
   Schools thrived in black communities,

• Allowing their facilities to serve as a community gathering spot  
   for special events and meetings,
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• Garnering community pride for and unity around their sports  
   teams, all facets of the arts – visual, performing and musical –  
   and academic achievements, as shown by the families, neighbors  
   and business leaders who attend and contribute both time and  
   monetary support to facilitate these and other opportunities for  
   students in their local schools, 

• Working to fill a void that exists 
    in local community needs, such  
    as a firefighters’ academy now  
    thriving in Rockingham County  
    Schools (pictured at right), and 
    the City of Medicine Academy in 
    Durham where the health care 
    industry is a major employer and needs qualified graduates who 
    can fill a myriad of jobs.

With a focus on college, career and future ready, North Carolina 
public schools are working more than ever on equipping their 
high school graduates for what they will face next. A strong early 
college high school program is thriving in the state to offer first-
generation college students an opportunity to earn a high school 
diploma and significant college credit, industry credentials and/or 
an associate’s degree during a five-year program in collaboration 
with a nearby college or university. There are approximately 80 

Wakefield men’s basketball team, of Wake County Schools, celebrates with fans 
after winning state championship in 2006. Photo courtesy of News and Observer.
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of these schools in 
operation across 
the state now, and 
they are producing 
great results for 
both students and 
their communities, 
since at least half 
of the schools have 
achieved 100-percent 
graduation rates, and 

about one-third of their students graduate with an associate’s 
degree or 30 hours of transferrable college credit. Many of these 
schools reflect a focus in Science, Technology, Engineering or 
Mathematics (STEM) that equip their students with the job-ready 
skills that employers in the local community and others across the 
state want and need to thrive and grow.

Similarly, the state’s Career and College Promise program offers 
qualified high school students an opportunity to take college 
courses on college campuses or online. The courses are designed 
in pathways that lead students to Career-Technical Education 
credentials or programs of study resulting in an associate’s or 
bachelor’s degree that mark job-readiness.

Public schools in North Carolina are not only a rich part of the 
historic fabric that makes up communities from the mountains to 
the coast, they are ever-changing to help drive a vibrant future for 
those same cities and towns, while seeking to offer every child a 
chance to succeed.

Many rural communities 
depend on their schools 
to develop career-ready 
students in medical fields 
and other professions. Photo 
provided by Vance County 
Schools. 
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Photo caption, creditMadison Mueller, a Jackson Park Elementary student, learns at 
an early age that getting involved makes a difference. 

Photo courtesy of Kannapolis City Schools. 
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Chapter Six:  Ensuring 
Public School Success

The tried and true tradition of public schools in North Carolina, 
as well as the multitude of successes they have achieved during 
their 175-year history, is worthy of celebration during their 
major anniversary year in 2015. However, pausing to reflect on 
the contributions public schools have made to the state and its 
citizens is only a beginning step.  

Our public schools must be valued and supported from all sectors 
of the public if they are to continue to flourish in communities 
from the mountains to the coast and provide the excellent 
educational opportunities that will be needed by North Carolina’s 
young people of tomorrow. 

“There is a place in America to take a stand: It is public 
education. It is the underpinning of our cultural and political 

system. It is the great common ground. Public education after 
all is the engine that moves us as a society toward a common 

destiny… It is in public education that the American dream 
begins to take shape.” – Former NBC News Anchor Tom Brokaw

That’s why it’s time for public schools in North Carolina to join 
together and tell their stories. Collectively, K-12 education lead ers, 
personnel and supporters must issue an urgent and time-sensitive
CALL TO ACTION TO SUPPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS. This call to 
action must begin a groundswell of support and respect for public 
education that res onates with parents, business leaders, media, 
and elected officials at local, state and national levels of service.

( )
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No single individual or organization can reach these important 
goals alone. North Carolina public schools got their start 175 
years ago through community support, and they need that 
same uplifting in every community of the state today in order to 
remain viable to focus on their mission of educating students and 
preparing them to lead in all walks of life.

If North Carolina public schools are to continue on 
their trajectory of increasing success, then they, in 
collaboration with all who be lieve in their value, must 
work together to accomplish the follow ing:

Create an understanding of how public education supports 
the financial health and well-being of North Carolina and 
its local communities,

Defeat the myth that “public schools are broken,” and

Instill the conviction that traditional public schools are 
an outstanding resource for North Carolina students and 
families.

There are numerous ways YOU can help BUILD SUPPORT 
FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS in the state and especially in your own 
community. Here are just a few key steps you can take to help 
ensure that North Carolina public schools continue to be “Every 
Child’s Chance… Every Community’s Future.”

PROCLAIM POSITIVE NEWS with these techniques and tools:

 Share examples of public school success with anyone  
 who is saying that they are broken or failing, since facts  
             can help dispel the myths.

1

2

3
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 Access and use components of the Community Action Plan 
 at everychildschancenc.org to start a pro-public school  
 conversation in your community to help increase support  
 by all facets of the public.

 Access and use components of the Every Child’s Chance  
 Toolkit at everychildschancenc.org that provides a wide 
 array of customizable resources to be used in outreach to 
 support strong public schools; the toolkit contains talking 
 points, sample letters to the editor, sample presentations, 
 a guide for social media messaging, and more.

LEARN MORE about education policies and read the latest  
research and news about current issues: 

 Visit EducationNC, EdNC.org, a new online clearinghouse 
             for accurate facts and information about public schools and 
             a focal point for enhanced dialogue about the current and  
             future challenges for public schools in the state. 

             Visit the Public School Forum of North Carolina, ncforum.org,               
             a “think-and-do tank,” conducting research on pressing  
             education issues and offering programs for educators and  
             education policymakers.

 Visit the Institute for Emerging Issues, iei.ncsu.edu, which  
             features education as one of its core focus areas.

ADVOCATE for strong public schools by the following:
–
 Find out how candidates for public office at all 
 levels of government – local, state and federal – feel about 
 public schools, and vote for those who you would deem as 
 public education supporters. 
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GET INVOLVED in the law and policymaking process to urge  
support for:

 Continued enrollment in traditional public schools as 
 expanded choice options in the private sector and  
 elsewhere are extended,

 Implementation of policies and laws which reflect goals  
 and procedures supported by public school leaders as 
 enhancements of their ability to deliver the highest-quality 
 educational services to all students, including the ones 
 highlighted in the North Carolina School Superintendents’ 
 Association’s “Guide for Strengthening Our Public Schools”  
 that was unanimously endorsed by all 115 local district 
 superintendents in the state and unveiled on January 13, 
 2015, and

 Provision of adequate resources to ensure that each 
 traditional public school classroom has a qualified, 
 caring, fully-certified teacher to provide all students with 
 a rigorous and rewarding instructional experience; that 
 each school is led by a visionary and effective principal 
 and support team; and that all schools have the textbooks, 
 supplies, digital resources and other tools they need to 
 effectively prepare each student for success as they move 
 from one grade level to the next and on to college, careers 
 and life.

With your help and support, North Carolina public schools will 
continue their trajectory of success and will remain focused 
on their mission of providing “Every Child a Chance and Every 
Community a Future.” 

Contact info@ncasa.net to learn more. Join in the effort to 
celebrate and support North Carolina’s  
public schools!
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